the German, Polish, Dutch, and Russian reserves presented altogether about 800,000 troops. To this astonishing army may be added 200,000 Spaniards, Portuguese, and English, commanded by Wellington, who were thirsting for vengeance at the barrier of the Pyrenees, as Blucher was on that of the Rhine.
To this menacing invasion what forces had we to oppose? No more than 350,000 men! And how were they disposed ? One hundred thousand were shut up in the fortresses of Hamburg and Dantzic, beyond the Oder, the Elbe, and the Rhine. Prince Eugene had a feeble army in Italy to oppose to Murat and Bellegarde. Soult and Suchet had scarcely 80,000 men to encounter the formidable army of Wellington. The Emperor had under his direct command the corps of Marshals Ney, Marmont, Macdonald, Mortier, Victor, and Augereau. But what was the force of these army corps ?
Marshal Ney's scarcely amounted to 14,000 men, Marshal Augereau's did not amount to 3,000, and the Imperial Guard was included in these numbers. Thus, to resist all Europe in arms against us, we had only an army in which each man counted four adversaries. Patriotism, it is true, might still do much; but-personal misfortunes had unnerved us. We were no longer ourselves. Amid all these troubles and terrors, amid the distant roar of Russian and Prussian cannon, arrived the last ,day of the year 1813.
On the first day of January, 1814, Napoleon for the last time received the New Year's homage of his Court. There was a pretty numerous attendance at the Tuileries. When all the company had arrived, the Emperor entered from the inner apartments. His manner was calm and grave, but on his brow there sat a cloud which denoted an approaching storm. Napoleon had appointed two Committees to draw up a report on the state of France. These Committees were formed from members of the Senate and the Legislative Body.
The Committee for the Senate was composed of MM. de Talleyrand, Fontanes, Saint Marsan, Barbe" Marbois, and Beurnonville, and was presided over by M. de Lace"-pede. The Committee for the Legislative Body consisted of MM.. Raynouard, Laine", Gallois, Flauguergues, and Maine de Biran, and the President was the Due deting until it should please Murat to come to a decision.added 6,000 invalids in the hospitals of Dresden.ght upon him a cruel revenge. He was men against 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
